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M O D E S

P r e s e n t e rE x p l o r e r

This resource helps students to develop the two 
inter-related aspects of Tongue Fu Talking™: 
Explorer Mode, which supports deep thinking 
and collaborative discussion, and Presenter 
Mode, which focuses on confident, purposeful 
expression.
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Rethinking Debate: Beyond Winning Arguments 

Traditional, adversarial debating often rewards 
those who speak the loudest or argue most 
forcefully. While it may sharpen quick thinking 
or rhetorical flair, it rarely deepens 
understanding. In such formats, the goal is to 
defeat an opponent, not to explore ideas, 
consider alternative viewpoints, or develop a 
nuanced understanding of complex issues. For 
many students—especially those who are less 
confident, neurodivergent, or developing their 
language skills—this kind of debate can feel 
exclusionary, performative, and disconnected 
from meaningful learning. 

The Tongue-Fu Debating Framework takes a 
different path. It positions debate not as a 
contest, but as a tool for reasoning, reflection 
and subject learning. Structured progression 
allows students to build the skills of expressing 
opinions, supporting them with evidence, 
listening carefully to others, and engaging 
respectfully with opposing viewpoints. In doing 
so, debate becomes a pedagogical strategy: a 
way to think more deeply, speak more clearly, 
and learn more effectively. 

Rather than asking, "Who won?", this framework 
encourages us to ask, "What did we learn?" 

I N T R O D U C T I O N
A Framework for Thinking, Speaking and 
Learning 

The Tongue Fu Talking™ Debating Framework 
develops students’ spoken reasoning through a 
carefully structured progression. Rather than 
introducing debating as a one-off event or 
performance, it supports students to build skill 
and confidence over time—from stating simple 
opinions to delivering structured, persuasive 
arguments. 

Progression is mapped through a belt system, 
beginning with White Belt foundations and 
culminating in Black Belt mastery. At each stage, 
students develop the ability to: 

• Express opinions clearly and support them
with reasons

• Use evidence drawn from curriculum
content

• Engage with opposing views in a respectful,
logical way

• Refine their ideas through structured
dialogue

A Scaffolded Approach 

Importantly, the framework includes a wide 
range of scaffolds and adaptations to ensure all 
students can participate meaningfully, including 
those who are neurodivergent, developing their 
speech and language, or reluctant to speak in 
front of others. Support tools such as sentence 
stems, discussion prompts, debate ladders and 
visual planning templates make structured talk 
accessible without diluting its challenge. 

Debate in Tongue Fu Talking™ is not positioned 
as a standalone activity or contest. Instead, it is 
used across the curriculum as a way to deepen 
learning. Students might debate the causes of a 
historical event, the interpretation of a poem, or 
a scientific ethical dilemma. In doing so, they 
are not only developing oracy, but also 
reinforcing subject knowledge and cognitive 
flexibility. 

In this resource 

What follows is a step-by-step journey through 
the Tongue Fu Talking™ Debating Framework, 
structured around four progressive belt levels: 
White, Green, Brown and Black. Each level 
introduces new debating functions, linked to 
curriculum content and supported by inclusive 
scaffolds. Cross-reference tables show you how 
each debating function links to the Disciplines 
and Practices of Tongue Fu Talking ™ . 
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P R O G R E S S I O N  T H R O U G H  T H E  B E LT  S Y S T E M

Belt Level Main Focus Core Debating Functions

W H I T E
Introduction to structured reasoning and 
perspective-taking.

Stating an opinion, providing a reason, giving 
an example.

G R E E N
Building structured discussions and 
recognising counterarguments.

Expanding reasons, introducing an opposing 
view, developing basic rebuttals.

B R O W N
Formal debates with structured argumentation 
and rebuttals.

Strengthening reasoning, using evidence and 
logical counterarguments.

B L A C K Engaging in high-level competitive debates.
Persuasive techniques, rhetorical precision, 
cross-examination, and strategic 
argumentation.
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W H I T E  B E LT
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W h i t e  B e l t :  Fo u n d a t i o n s  o f  D e b a t e

Aspect Details

Goal Build confidence in speaking, forming simple opinions, and giving 
reasons.

Debate Functions
Stating an Opinion: I think that… / I believe… 
Providing a Reason: Because… / It is important because… 
Giving an Example: For example… / An example is…

Examples from Curriculum Topics

Science: Which is the most important part of a plant: roots or leaves? 
History: Who was more important: Christopher Columbus or Neil 
Armstrong? 
Geography: Is it better to live by the sea or in the city? 
Maths: Is counting or adding more important?

Scaffolds for Support

Sentence Stem Support – Helps students structure responses with 
simple, repetitive sentence frames.  
Debate Buddy Support – Safe, low-pressure practice before speaking in 
front of the class.  
Traffic Light Cards – Helps regulate speaking, listening, and summarising.

Adaptations for Students with 
Additional Needs

Neurodivergent students – Use visual symbols to pair with sentence 
stems (e.g., a “thumbs up” icon for opinions). 
Reluctant speakers – Structured turn-taking through traffic light cards 
creates predictability and confidence. 
Students with speech & language needs – Provide modelled sentence 
stems with opportunities for repetition.
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W h i t e  B e l t :  D e b a t e  P l a n n i n g  Te m p l a t e

Debate Stage Guiding Prompts Student Notes

Topic/Question What are we debating?
Example: Is it better to live by the sea or in 
the city?

My Opinion What do I think? I think that…

Reason Why do I think this? Because…

Example Can I give an example? An example is…

Listening to Others What did my partner say? My partner thinks…

Final Thought Do I still agree with my first opinion? Yes/No, because…



© Chris Quigley Education 2025 Tongue Fu Talking™ 9

L i n k s  t o  t h e  To n g u e  Fu  Ta l k i n g ™   P r a c t i c e s

Debate Stage Discipline(s) Practice(s)

My Opinion

Reason

Example

Listening to Others

Final Thought

T H E  
S TA N C E

T H E  
F L O W

T H E  
M I N D

T H E  
B O N D

Vocabulary
Content & 
Purpose

Sentence 
Structure

Turn Taking & 
Active Listening

Audience 
Awareness

Metacognition
Self-

Assurance & 
Resilience

Tone Projection

Vocabulary
Content & 
Purpose

Sentence 
Structure

Eyes & Face

Metacognition
Reasoning With 

Justification

Grammatical 
Awareness

Eyes & Face
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W h i t e  B e l t :  S u p p o r t  S c a f f o l d s

Sentence Stems
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Sentence 
Stem Support

Provides structured 
sentence starters for 
forming basic responses.

Display in the classroom, model in 
discussions, and encourage repetition 
through oral practice.

Examples I think that… / I believe… / 
Because… / For example…

Use these to guide students in forming 
complete sentences.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Use visual cue cards for 
non-readers or speech-
delayed students.

Provide sentence scaffolds with picture 
symbols for EAL or neurodivergent 
learners.

Debate Buddy
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Debate Buddy 
Support

Pairing students for low-
pressure practice before 
whole-group speaking.

Students rehearse their points with a 
buddy before sharing with a larger 
group.

Steps

1. Pair students. 2. Let them 
share their ideas. 3. 
Encourage active listening 
and peer feedback.

Provides a safe and 
supportiveenvironment to build 
confidence.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Pair reluctant speakers with 
confident but patient peers.

Use pre-prepared cue cards for those 
with speech delays.

Traffic Light Cards
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Traffic Light 
Cards

Visual cues to manage 
speaking, listening, and 
summarising.

Students hold up cards to signal their 
role in a discussion.

Colours & 
Meaning

Green = Speak, Yellow = 
Listen, Red = Summarise.

Encourage students to rotate roles and 
reflect on their participation.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Use large print, tactile 
cards, or gesture-based 
alternatives for students 
with visual impairments or 
sensory needs.

Allow pointing to a card instead of 
speaking for students with speech 
difficulties.

Talking Object
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Talking Object

A physical object (e.g., soft 
toy, ball) passed around to 
indicate whose turn it is to 
speak.

Only the person holding the object can 
speak, reinforcing turn-taking and active 
listening.

Example 
Objects Soft toy, baton, small ball. Choose a familiar classroom item that 

feels safefor young learners.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Use a weighted or textured 
object for sensory 
regulation.

Allow non-verbal students to hold the 
object to indicate they wish to 
contribute.
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G R E E N  B E LT
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W h i t e  B e l t :  Fo u n d a t i o n s  o f  D e b a t e

Aspect Details

Goal Introduce logical structure, counterarguments, and structured reasoning.

Debate Functions

Expanding an Argument: One reason for this is… / A key point is… 
Introducing an Opposing View: A common counterargument is… / It has been 
suggested that… 
Responding to an Opposing View: I understand your point, but… / This argument 
overlooks…

Examples from 
Curriculum Topics

Science: Which is more important for survival: water or sunlight? 
History: Was the Roman invasion of Britain a good thing or a bad thing? 
Geography: Are rivers more useful for travel or for farming? 
Maths: Which is more useful: fractions or decimals?

Scaffolds for Support

For and Against Sorting Cards – Helps students distinguish arguments for and 
against before forming their own opinions.  
Because, But, So Scaffold – Encourages structured responses. 
Role Cards – Provides clear speaking roles in group discussions.

Adaptations for Students with 
Additional Needs

Students with limited language – Pre-teach key topic vocabulary and use sentence 
scaffolds to extend responses. 
Neurodivergent students – Provide visual structure for "for and against" sorting to 
aid logical sequencing. 
Reluctant speakers – Assign non-verbal roles (e.g., (written summariser) to allow 
gradual engagement.
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G r e e n  B e l t :  D e b a t e  P l a n n i n g  Te m p l a t e

Debate Stage Guiding Prompts Student Notes

Topic/Question What are we debating?
Example: Should the Romans have invaded 
Britain?

My Argument What is my main idea? One reason is…

Supporting Evidence What facts/examples support my idea? For example…

Opposing View What might someone argue against my 
view?

Some people think that…

Rebuttal How can I challenge this? However, I disagree because…
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L i n k s  t o  t h e  To n g u e  Fu  Ta l k i n g ™   P r a c t i c e s

Debate Stage Discipline(s) Practice(s)

My Argument

Supporting Evidence

Opposing View

Rebuttal

T H E  
S TA N C E

T H E  
F L O W

T H E  
M I N D

T H E  
B O N D

Content & 
Purpose

Sentence 
Structure

Reasoning With 
Justification

Turn Taking & 
Active Listening

Audience 
Awareness

Rhetorical Flair

Vocabulary

Metacognition

Structure

Metacognition
Self-

Assurance & 
Resilience

Eyes & Face

Tone Projection
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Debate Ladder
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Debate 
Ladder

Helps students see how 
their arguments can be 
developed in depth.

As students contribute stronger 
reasoning, move their responses up the 
ladder.

Example 
Ladder Steps

1st rung: I agree. → 2nd 
rung: I agree because… → 
3rd rung: I agree because… 
and my evidence is…

Encourages progressive thinking and 
deeper reasoning.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Provide physical ladder 
visuals for students to 
place their responses.

Use sentence starters to guide 
argument progression.

1 5

G r e e n  B e l t :  S u p p o r t  S c a f f o l d s

For and Against Cards
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

For and 
Against 
Sorting Cards

Helps students organise 
arguments into opposing 
viewpoints.

Provide pre-written statements and ask 
students to sort them into ‘For’ or 
‘Against’.

Example 
Debate Topics

Should school start later? / 
Was the Roman Empire 
good for Britain?

Topics are drawn from the curriculum to 
develop subject knowledge alongside 
debate skills.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Provide pre-highlighted 
keywords to help students 
identify key arguments.

Use visual symbols for ‘For’ and ‘Against’ 
to support EAL or neurodivergent 
learners.

Because, But, So
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Because, But, 
So Scaffold

Helps students construct 
structured responses.

Students build an argument in 
three parts: Because 
(explanation), But (opposing 
view), So (conclusion).

Example 
Response

I think deforestation is bad because 
it destroys animal habitats, but 
people need space for farming, so 
we should plant more trees 
elsewhere.

Encourages critical thinking and 
balanced viewpoints.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Provide pre-filled sentence frames 
with missing words for students to 
complete.

Use colour-coded writing strips 
for each section to aid structure.

Speaking Frames
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Speaking 
Frames

Supports students in 
extending their spoken 
arguments.

Provide sentence stems to encourage 
longer, more structured responses.

Example 
Sentence 
Frames

I strongly believe that… / 
On the other hand, some 
argue that…

Helps students develop confidence in 
formal speaking.

Adaptations 
for Additional 
Needs

Offer tiered frames (simple 
→ complex) for 
differentiation.

Use graphic organisers with space for 
key phrases.
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B R O W N  B E LT
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B r o w n  B e l t :  S t r u c t u r i n g  D e b a t e  &  L o g i c

Aspect Details

Goal Build structured arguments, use rebuttals, and engage in formal debates.

Debate Functions

Structuring Arguments: I hold the view that… / My position is supported by… 
Rebuttal Development: Whilst I acknowledge your points, they do not hold 
because… 
Refining Persuasion: One cannot deny that… / It is indisputable that…

Curriculum Topics

Science: Should humans colonise Mars? 
History: Was the British Empire a force for progress or exploitation? 
Geography: Which is more important for the UK: imports or exports? 
Literature: Is Macbeth a victim of fate or responsible for his downfall?

Scaffolds for Support

Argument Pyramid – Ensures students follow a logical sequence when presenting 
arguments. 
Steal & Improve – Encourages active listening by rephrasing and expanding 
arguments. 
Devil’s Advocate – Challenge – Strengthens rebuttal skills.

Adaptations for Students with 
Additional Needs

Students with speech & language needs – Model argument structures in small 
groups before full class discussion. 
Neurodivergent students – Offer sentence-building activities for constructing 
rebuttals in writing before verbal practice. 
Reluctant speakers – Use paired discussion before open debate to increase 
confidence.
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B r o w n  B e l t :  D e b a t e  P l a n n i n g  Te m p l a t e

Debate Stage Guiding Prompts Student Notes

Topic/Question What is the motion we are debating?
Example: Should human colonies be built on 
Mars?

Opening Statement What is my position? I hold the view that…

Main Argument What is my strongest argument? My position is supported by…

Evidence What factual evidence supports my 
argument?

A historical/scientific example is…

Counterargument What is an opposing viewpoint? Some people argue that…

Rebuttal Why is this counterargument flawed?
While I understand this view, it fails to 
consider…
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L i n k s  t o  t h e  To n g u e  Fu  Ta l k i n g ™   P r a c t i c e s

Debate Stage Discipline(s) Practice(s)

Opening Statement

Main Argument

Evidence

Counterargument 

Rebuttal 

T H E  
S TA N C E

T H E  
F L O W

T H E  
M I N D

T H E  
B O N D

Reasoning With 
Justification

Vocabulary Metacognition
Sentence 
Structure

Turn Taking & 
Active Listening

Audience 
Awareness

Vocabulary

Metacognition

Structure

Content & 
Purpose

Sentence 
Structure

Rhetorical FlairEyes & Face

Eyes & Face

Metacognition
Self-

Assurance & 
Resilience

Tone Projection
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B r o w n  B e l t :  S u p p o r t  S c a f f o l d s

Devil’s Advocate Question Generator Dice
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Question 
Generator 

Dice

A set of dice with question prompts to 
deepen discussion.

Students roll the dice and ask a 
question based on the category 
rolled.

Example 
Prompts

Why? / How do you know? / What if…? / Can 
you explain further?

Encourages critical questioning and 
deeper exploration of topics.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs

Offer printed prompt cards instead of dice 
for students who prefer visual support.

Provide simpler question options for 
students with processing difficulties.

Argument Pyramid
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Argument 
Pyramid

A scaffold for building structured arguments 
from claim to conclusion.

Students fill out the pyramid, 
progressing through Claim → 
Evidence → Counterargument → 
Rebuttal → Conclusion.

Example 
Argument

Claim: "The Industrial Revolution improved 
people's lives." → Evidence: "It created jobs 
and new inventions." → Counterargument: 
"But it also caused pollution and poor 
working conditions." → Rebuttal: "Over time, 
conditions improved due to new laws." → 
Conclusion: "Overall, the long-term benefits 
outweighed the problems."

Encourages structured reasoning and 
balanced argumentation.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs

Use colour-coded sections to highlight each 
stage.

Provide pre-filled templates for 
students needing extra support.

Steal and Improve
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Steal & 
Improve

Helps students refine and expand on 
existing arguments.

One student presents an argument → 
The next student must "steal" it and 
improve by adding detail or 
evidence.

Example

Original Response: "The Romans built 
strong roads." → Steal & Improve: "The 
Romans built strong roads, which helped 
their armies travel quickly and made trade 
easier."

Encourages active listening and 
collaborative idea-building.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs

Provide model examples to demonstrate the 
skill.

Allow students to rehearse aloud 
with a peer before responding.

Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Devil’s 
Advocate 
Challenge

Encourages critical thinking by forcing 
students to consider alternative 
perspectives.

Assign students opposing 
rolesregardless of their personal 
opinions.

Example 
Debate 
Motion

Should we ban fossil fuels? → For: "They 
cause climate change." → Against: 
"Renewable energy isn’t always reliable."

Encourages logical flexibility and 
persuasive thinking.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs

Provide sentence starters to help structure 
counterarguments.

Allow extra research time for 
students who struggle with fast 
thinking.
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B l a c k  B e l t :  M a s t e r y  o f  D e b a t e

Aspect Details

Goal Develop rhetorical precision, strategic argumentation, and formal competitive 
debate skills.

Debate Functions

Advanced Argumentation: It is my contention that… / A compelling case can be 
made for… 
Sophisticated Rebuttals: Though initially persuasive, this argument ultimately 
collapses under scrutiny when… 
Persuasive Closing Statements: Given the overwhelming evidence, the only 
reasonable conclusion is…

Curriculum Topics

Science: Should genetic modification be used to enhance human abilities? 
History: Was the Cold War avoidable? 
Geography: Should the UK prioritise renewable energy over economic growth? 
Literature: Is Frankenstein’s monster the true villain of the novel?

Scaffolds for Support

Counter-Argument Web – Helps students map out possible counterarguments in 
advance. 
Master Debater Sentence Bank – Supports high-level persuasive language. 
Timed Pressure Rebuttal – Builds quick-thinking skills in structured debate.

Adaptations for Students with 
Additional Needs

Neurodivergent students – Provide a structured planning sheet for mapping out 
argument, counterpoint, and rebuttal before speaking. 
Students with speech & language needs – Allow for written responses or 
multimodal participation (e.g., visual argument mapping).  
Reluctant speakers – Encourage non-verbal contributions (e.g., timekeeping, 
scoring, or summarising key arguments) before progressing to verbal 
contributions.



© Chris Quigley Education 2025 Tongue Fu Talking™ 2 3

B l a c k  B e l t :  D e b a t e  P l a n n i n g  Te m p l a t e

Debate Stage Guiding Prompts Student Notes

Topic/Question What is the motion we are debating?
Example: Should genetic modification be 
allowed in humans?

Opening Statement How do I introduce my position powerfully? It is my contention that…

Main Argument What is my most compelling argument? A compelling case can be made for…

Evidence & Reasoning What logical reasoning and factual evidence 
support my view?

Given the research by…

Counterargument What is a strong opposing argument? One could argue that…

Advanced Rebuttal How do I dismantle this counterargument?
Though initially persuasive, this argument 
ultimately collapses under scrutiny 
because…

Strategic Use of 
Rhetoric

How can I persuade my audience?
I will use analogies, repetition, and powerful 
concluding statements.
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L i n k s  t o  t h e  To n g u e  Fu  Ta l k i n g ™   P r a c t i c e s

Debate Stage Discipline(s) Practice(s)

Opening Statement

Main Argument

Evidence & Reasoning

Counterargument

Advanced Rebuttal

Strategic Use of 
Rhetoric

T H E  
S TA N C E

T H E  
F L O W

T H E  
M I N D

T H E  
B O N D

Vocabulary Metacognition
Grammatical 
Awareness

Audience 
Awareness

Metacognition

Content & 
Purpose

Sentence 
Structure

Rhetorical FlairEyes & Face

Tone

Reasoning with 
Justification

Sentence 
Structure

VocabularyEyes & Face

Summarising

Eyes & Face Metacognition Audience 
Awareness

Projection Eyes & Face

Self-
Assurance & 
Resilience

Tone Eyes & Face Rhetorical Flair
Grammatical 
Awareness

Content & 
Purpose
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Timed Pressure Rebuttal Formal Debate Guide
Support 
Scaffold

Description How to Use

Formal Debate 
Structure 

Guide

Provides a clear framework for structured 
debates.

Students follow the debate format: 
Introduction → Argument 1 → 
Counterargument → Rebuttal → 
Conclusion.

Example 
Format

Motion: "Should school uniforms be 
banned?" → Proposition Opening Statement 
→ Opposition Rebuttal → Closing Summary.

Encourages formal debate etiquette 
and structured discourse.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs
Provide sentence prompts for each section.

Allow audio-recorded responses for 
students who struggle with writing.

Counter-Argument Web
Support 
Scaffold

Description How to Use

Counter-
Argument Web

Encourages students to consider alternative 
perspectivesbefore a debate.

Students create a visual web linking 
main arguments, opposing views, and 
rebuttals.

Example

Main Argument: "We should ban plastic." → 
Opposing View:"Plastic is useful in 
medicine." → Rebuttal: "There are eco-
friendly alternatives."

Strengthens strategic thinking and 
argument layering.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs

Provide pre-filled templates for students 
who need additional support.

Offer colour-coded linking lines for 
clarity.

Sentence Bank
Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Sentence 
Bank

Supports high-level persuasive language. Provide sentence stemsfor advanced 
debate construction.

Example 
Sentence 

Stems

"It is my contention that…" / "Though initially 
persuasive, this argument collapses under 
scrutiny…" / "Given the overwhelming 
evidence, the only reasonable conclusion 
is…"

Encourages precision, persuasion, 
and fluency.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs

Provide tiered versions with simpler 
alternatives.

Allow oral rehearsal before written 
responses.

2 5

B l a c k  B e l t :  S u p p o r t  S c a f f o l d s

Support 
Scaffold Description How to Use

Timed 
Pressure 
Rebuttal

A fast-paced activity where students must 
respond within strict time limits.

Students have 30 seconds to 
construct a rebuttal.

Example 
Usage

Opponent: "We should ban junk food." → 
Rebuttal: "However, people should have 
personal choice."

Encourages concise and effective 
responses.

Adaptations 
for Additional 

Needs

Allow preparation time before engaging in 
timed responses.

Use peer coaching for reluctant 
debaters.
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To be effective, debates should not be treated 
as isolated speaking exercises or occasional 
enrichment tasks. Instead, they should be used 
regularly and purposefully as part of curriculum 
learning, helping students to explore content 
more deeply, reason more clearly, and retain 
knowledge through structured talk. The Tongue 
Fu Talking™ Debating Framework is designed to 
make this integration straightforward and 
impactful, even for teachers who are new to 
debate-based pedagogy. 

1. Start Small and Build Confidence 
Begin with low-stakes activities at the White 
Belt level. These involve students expressing 
a simple opinion, giving a reason, and 
providing an example. Topics can be drawn 
directly from current lessons, ensuring that 
the debate supports—not distracts from—
curriculum goals. 

Example debate prompts: 
Geography: Is it better to live by the sea or 
in the city? 
Science: Which part of a plant is more 
important: the roots or the leaves? 
Maths: Is counting or adding more useful? 

Use support scaffolds such as sentence 
stems (“I think that… because…”) and debate 
buddies (paired talk before sharing) to 
create a safe, structured environment. 

G E T T I N G  S TAR T E D  W I T H  D E B AT E S
2. Embed Debating into Curriculum Planning 

When planning units, identify points where 
students could explore a controversial 
question, evaluate a decision, or weigh 
evidence. These are natural opportunities 
for classroom debate that align with your 
subject objectives. For instance: 

• In history, debates might focus on the 
consequences of a historical decision 
(“Was the Roman invasion of Britain a 
good thing?”). 

• In science, students might explore 
ethical implications (“Should we 
colonise Mars?”). 

• In literature, they could debate character 
motivation or authorial intent (“Is 
Macbeth responsible for his own 
downfall?”). 

These curriculum-aligned debates ensure 
that students are not just practising talk for 
talk’s sake—they are reasoning through 
content and reinforcing key disciplinary 
knowledge. 

3. Embed Debating into Curriculum Planning 
Debating doesn’t always need to be 
performed in front of the whole class. You 
can vary the structure based on your 
students’ confidence and the stage of the 
framework: 

• Paired discussions: Ideal for early stages 
or reluctant speakers 

• Small-group debates: Useful for 
rehearsing more complex arguments and 
encouraging every student to contribute 

• Whole-class debates: Effective for 
refining ideas and modelling high-level 
talk 

Start with short, time-limited sessions 
and gradually build towards more 
extended debates as students move 
through the belt levels. 

4. Model the Process Before Expecting 
Performance 
Before students debate independently, 
model each stage using think-alouds, co-
constructed sentence stems, or role-play. 
For example, show how to respond to a 
counterargument using a calm, logical tone, 
or how to add evidence to strengthen a 
point. 

Use the planning templates provided at 
each belt level to walk through the process 
together. These visual and verbal guides 
support students to move from surface-level 
opinion to structured, evidence-based 
argument. 
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5. Revisit and Reuse 
Debate is most effective when it becomes a 
regular feature of classroom life, not a 
special occasion. Revisit key debate formats 
and functions throughout the term using 
different topics and subjects. This repetition 
builds fluency, confidence and cognitive 
control. 
For example, students who debated “Is 
deforestation always bad?” in geography 
might later use the same structure to 
explore “Should fossil fuels be banned?” in 
science. The debating functions remain the 
same, but the content deepens over time. 

6. Adapt for Inclusion 
Every element of the framework includes 
adaptations for students with additional 
needs. Use visual prompts, multimodal 
participation (e.g. drawing argument maps), 
and flexible roles (e.g. timekeeper, 
summariser) to ensure every student can 
contribute. Regular, embedded use of 
debating helps reluctant speakers and 
neurodivergent students participate with 
increasing confidence and independence. 

By embedding debates within everyday 
teaching and aligning them with curriculum 
content, teachers can transform classroom 
talk into a powerful learning strategy. Rather 
than being reserved for confident speakers 
or special occasions, debate becomes a 
routine part of how students explore ideas, 
challenge assumptions, and make meaning. 
The Tongue Fu Talking™ Debating 
Framework provides the tools, structure and 
scaffolds to make this possible—for every 
student, in every subject. 




