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M O D E S

E x p l o r e r

This resource helps students to develop: 
Explorer Mode, which supports deep thinking 
and collaborative discussion.
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The Because, So, But classroom talk strategy 
supports students in expressing more complex, 
connected thinking through structured talk. By 
using three key conjunctions—because to 
justify, so to explain consequences, and but to 
introduce contrasts—students are encouraged 
to go beyond surface responses and engage in 
deeper reasoning. 

This talk structure helps pupils develop 
precision in how they explain their ideas, make 
sense of content, and consider different 
perspectives. It can be used across the 
curriculum to explore cause and effect, 
compare viewpoints, and make disciplinary 
reasoning more explicit. Whether in science, 
history, or PE, the strategy fosters clarity of 
thought and collaborative understanding. 

Because, So, But supports the Tongue Fu 
Talking® disciplines of The Mind (Reasoning 
with Justification, Content & Purpose) and The 
Flow (Sentence Structure, Vocabulary), and 
encourages purposeful contributions in both 
Explorer Mode. It reminds students that talk is 
not just about sharing opinions, but about 
shaping understanding together. 

B E C A U S E  -  S O  -  B U T
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Step 1: Prompt with a Sentence Stem 

Display a sentence stem as a discussion 
prompt. Invite pupils to complete it by adding 
three connected clauses using the conjunctions 
because, so, and but. This scaffold supports 
them in explaining, reasoning, and considering 
alternatives. 

Example: 
Evergreen trees keep their leaves all year... 

Pupils then continue: 
...because ...their leaves are tough and can 
survive in winter, 
…so they stay green even in cold weather, 
…but they still drop some old leaves slowly. 

Step 2: Invite Pupils to Share Responses 

Select a range of pupils to share their 
completed sentences aloud. Encourage them to 
speak clearly and in full sentences. Use this as 
an opportunity to notice and highlight strong 
reasoning, accurate vocabulary, or interesting 
contrasts. 

G U I D A N C E
Step 3: Model High-Quality Exemplars 

Show exemplar responses that best match the 
intended learning. These are provided in the 
resource and mapped to the English National 
Curriculum for Science. Use them to highlight 
disciplinary thinking and to reinforce the 
structure and vocabulary pupils are learning to 
use. 
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L i n k s  t o  t h e  To n g u e  Fu  Ta l k i n g ®  P r a c t i c e s

Discipline(s) Practice(s)

T H E  
S TA N C E

T H E  
F L O W

T H E  
M I N D

T H E  
B O N D

Reasoning with 
Justification

Sentence 
Structure

Vocabulary
Content and 

Purpose
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2 : P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Leaves help the plant 
make food
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1 :  P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Roots take in water and 
nutrients

 ...they absorb these 
from the soil to help the 
plant grow. 

 ...the plant can stay 
healthy and upright. 

 ...plants in poor soil may 
not grow well. 
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2 : P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Leaves help the plant 
make food
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2 : P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Leaves help the plant 
make food

 ...they use sunlight in a 
process called 
photosynthesis. 

 ...the plant gets energy 
to grow and make 
flowers. 

 ...photosynthesis 
doesn’t happen without 
light. 
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3 :  P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Water moves through 
the plant
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3 :  P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Water moves through 
the plant

 ...it travels from the 
roots up the stem to the 
leaves. 

 ...all parts of the plant 
can stay healthy. 

 ...the plant may wilt if it 
loses too much water. 
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4 :  P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Flowers help with 
reproduction
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4 :  P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Flowers help with 
reproduction

 ...they produce pollen 
which can be moved to 
other flowers. 

 ...this helps the plant 
make seeds. 

 ...no seeds form if 
pollination does not 
happen. 
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5 :  P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Seeds are spread in 
different ways
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5 :  P l a n t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Seeds are spread in 
different ways

 ...they can be carried by 
wind, water or animals. 

 ...new plants can grow 
in different places. 

 ...some seeds may not 
reach the right place to 
grow. 
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6 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Animals need the right 
food
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6 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Animals need the right 
food

 ...they get energy and 
nutrients from what they 
eat. 

 ...they can move, grow 
and repair their bodies. 

 ...a poor diet can lead to 
illness. 
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7 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Humans have a skeleton
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7 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Humans have a skeleton
 ...bones support the 
body and protect 
important organs. 

 ...we can stand, move 
and stay safe. 

 ...bones can break if 
they are not strong. 
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8 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Muscles help us move
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8 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Muscles help us move
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8 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Muscles help us move  ...they pull on bones to 
create movement. 

 ...we can run, lift and 
jump. 

 ...muscles get tired if we 
use them too much. 
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9 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

The digestive system 
breaks down food
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9 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

The digestive system 
breaks down food

 ...food is changed into 
smaller parts our body 
can use. 

 ...nutrients go into the 
blood to feed the body. 

 ...eating too fast or too 
much can cause 
problems. 
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1 0 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Teeth have different 
shapes
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1 0 :  A n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s

Sentence Stem because so but

Teeth have different 
shapes

 ...each type helps us to 
bite or chew food. 

 ...we can eat meat, fruit 
and vegetables. 

 ...not brushing teeth can 
lead to decay. 
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1 1 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Living things can be 
sorted into groups
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1 1 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Living things can be 
sorted into groups

 ...they share similar 
features like how they 
move or eat. 

 ...we can use keys to 
identify them. 

 ...some living things are 
hard to group. 
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1 2 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

We can use 
classification keys
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1 2 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

We can use 
classification keys

 ...keys ask yes or no 
questions to help sort 
living things. 

 ...we can name and 
compare different 
animals and plants. 

 ...keys do not work well 
if the questions are 
unclear. 
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1 3 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Animals live in different 
environments
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1 3 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Animals live in different 
environments

 ...they are suited to the 
conditions around them. 

 ...they can find food, 
water and shelter. 

 ...changes to the 
environment can be 
harmful. 
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1 4 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some living things are 
found locally
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1 4 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some living things are 
found locally

 ...they live in our 
gardens, parks and 
ponds. 

 ...we can observe them 
and see how they grow. 

 ...we don’t always spot 
them if we look in places 
they are unlikely to be. 
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1 5 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some animals are suited 
to hot or cold places
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1 5 :  L i v i n g  t h i n g s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some animals are suited 
to hot or cold places

 ...they have special 
features like thick fur or 
thin skin. 

 ...they can survive in 
deserts or the Arctic. 

 ...they may not survive if 
the temperature 
changes. 
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1 6 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Rocks have different 
properties
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1 6 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Rocks have different 
properties

 ...some are hard, rough 
or shiny and others are 
crumbly. 

 ...we use them for 
various purposes, such 
as buildings, statues, or 
paths. 

 ...some rocks wear away 
easily. 
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1 7 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Fossils form in 
sedimentary rock
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1 7 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Fossils form in 
sedimentary rock

 ...they are made when 
dead things are buried 
and pressed over time. 

 ...they tell us about 
animals and plants from 
the past. 

 ...not all dead things 
become fossils. 
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1 8 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Sedimentary rocks form 
in layers
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1 8 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Sedimentary rocks form 
in layers

 ...tiny pieces of rock are 
pressed together over 
time. 

 ...they often contain 
fossils. 

 ...they are usually softer 
than other rocks. 
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1 9 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Igneous rocks form from 
magma
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1 9 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Igneous rocks form from 
magma

…hot, melted rock cools 
and becomes solid.

 ...they are usually hard 
and look shiny. 

 ...not all igneous rocks 
look the same. 
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2 0 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some rocks absorb 
water
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2 0 :  R o c k s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some rocks absorb 
water

 ...they have small gaps 
inside them. 

 ...they are not good for 
buildings or paths. 

 ...some rocks have 
hardly any gaps, so 
water cannot soak into 
them. 
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2 1 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Solids keep their shape
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2 1 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Solids keep their shape  ...their particles are 
packed closely together. 

 ...they don’t change 
unless we cut or bend 
them. 

 ...they can melt if they 
get hot. 
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2 2 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Liquids can be poured
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2 2 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Liquids can be poured
 ...their particles move 
around but stay close 
together. 

 ...they take the shape of 
the container. 

 …some liquids are 
harder to pour than 
others. 
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2 3 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Gases spread out to fill 
spaces
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2 3 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Gases spread out to fill 
spaces

 ...their particles move 
freely in all directions. 

 ...they fill any container.  ...they are often 
invisible. 
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24 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Water can change state
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24 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Water can change state  ...it freezes into ice or 
boils into steam. 

 ...we can find water as a 
solid, liquid or gas. 

 ...changes need the 
right temperature. 



© Chris Quigley Education 2025 Tongue Fu Talking®  5 5

2 5 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Evaporation happens 
when water heats up
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2 5 :  S t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r

Sentence Stem because so but

Evaporation happens 
when water heats up

 ...water turns into gas 
and rises into the air. 

 ...it helps form clouds in 
the water cycle. 

 ...it is slower on cold 
days. 
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2 6 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Sound is made by 
vibrations
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2 6 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Sound is made by 
vibrations

 ...when something 
moves quickly it shakes 
the air. 

 ...we hear the sound 
with our ears. 

 ...we can’t hear if there 
are no vibrations. 
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2 7 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Louder sounds have 
stronger vibrations
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2 7 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Louder sounds have 
stronger vibrations

 ...more energy makes 
the sound travel further. 

 ...we hear them clearly 
even from a distance. 

 ...they can still fade as 
they travel. 
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2 8 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

High sounds and low 
sounds are called pitch
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2 8 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

High sounds and low 
sounds are called pitch

 ...pitch depends on how 
fast something vibrates. 

 ...we use pitch in music 
and speech. 

 ...pitch doesn’t tell us 
how loud something is. 
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2 9 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Sounds get quieter with 
distance
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2 9 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Sounds get quieter with 
distance

 ...vibrations spread out 
and lose strength. 

 ...we can hear things 
better when they are 
closer. 

 ...walls and soft 
materials block sound. 
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3 0 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Some materials block 
sound
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3 0 :  S o u n d

Sentence Stem because so but

Some materials block 
sound

 ...they absorb the 
vibrations. 

 ...they help to keep 
rooms quiet. 

 ...hard materials reflect 
sound instead. 
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3 1 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Magnets attract some 
materials
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3 1 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Magnets attract some 
materials

 ...magnetic materials 
stick to magnets without 
touching. 

 ...we can use magnets 
to sort metal or hold 
things. 

 ...not all metals are 
magnetic. 
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3 2 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Magnets attract and 
repel
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3 2 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Magnets attract and 
repel

 …they have two poles, a 
north and a south.

 ...a north pole and a 
south pole pull together 
(attract).

 ...two north poles or two 
south poles push away 
from (repel) each other. 
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3 3 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Friction slows things 
down
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3 3 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Friction slows things 
down

 ...it happens when 
surfaces rub together. 

 ...it helps us walk 
without slipping. 

 ...too much friction 
makes things hard to 
move. 
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3 4 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some forces act without 
touching
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3 4 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some forces act without 
touching

 ...like gravity and 
magnetism. 

 ...they can pull or push 
objects from a distance. 

 ...they still follow rules 
about strength and 
direction. 
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3 5 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some materials are 
magnetic
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3 5 :  Fo r c e s  a n d  m a g n e t s

Sentence Stem because so but

Some materials are 
magnetic

 ...they contain iron or 
similar metals. 

 ...they are attracted to 
magnets. 

 ...plastic, wood and 
paper are not magnetic. 
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3 6 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

We see things because 
of light
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3 6 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

We see things because 
of light

 ...light travels from a 
source into our eyes. 

 ...we can see objects 
around us. 

 ...we can’t see in total 
darkness. 
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37 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

Shadows form when 
light is blocked
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37 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

Shadows form when 
light is blocked

 ...opaque objects stop 
the light passing 
through. 

 ...a dark shape appears 
behind the object. 

 ...clear objects like glass 
do not make strong 
shadows. 



© Chris Quigley Education 2025 Tongue Fu Talking®  8 1

3 8 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

Light reflects from 
surfaces
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3 8 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

Light reflects from 
surfaces

 ...it bounces off and 
enters our eyes. 

 ...we can see shiny or 
bright things clearly. 

 ...dull surfaces don’t 
reflect much light. 
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3 9 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

The Sun is a natural light 
source
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3 9 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

The Sun is a natural light 
source

 ...it gives out light that 
travels to Earth. 

 ...it lights up our days.  ...looking at the Sun can 
damage your eyes. 



© Chris Quigley Education 2025 Tongue Fu Talking®  8 5

4 0 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

Shadow size depends on 
light position
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4 0 :  L i g h t

Sentence Stem because so but

Shadow size depends on 
light position

 ...closer light makes 
bigger shadows. 

 ...we can change the 
shadow size by moving 
the light source. 

 ...shadows disappear if 
light shines through or 
around. 




